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In 2010, The California Endowment launched a 
10-year, $1 billion plan to improve the health 
of 14 challenged communities across the state. 
Over the 10 years, residents, community-
based organizations and public institutions will 
work together to address the socioeconomic 
and environmental challenges contributing 
to the poor health of their communities.

BUILDING HEALTHY 
COMMUNITIES

By his early teens, Daniel Antonio Silva had 
already been in and out of juvenile hall. At 

18, assault with a deadly weapon and murder 
charges landed him in prison for 39 years. 
Since his release in 2015, he credits prison 
rehabilitation programs with his success on the 
outside. 

“Without the rehab, I probably wouldn’t have 
made it out here in society,” he says. “It’s a 
tough world out here.”

But what if Silva didn’t have the support to 
make his re-entry successful? Or what if he 
never ended up in the criminal justice system 
at all?

The newly formed Sacramento Reinvestment 
Coalition is hoping to direct funding to lo-
cal programs and issues that could prevent 
incarceration, resulting in better outcomes for 
individuals and the community. The coalition 
is comprised of several nonprofi ts, including 
Sacramento Area Congregations Together, PRO 
Youth & Families, Alliance of Californians for 
Community Empowerment, EBAYC Sacramen-
to and Self Awareness Recovery, a nonprofi t 
Silva founded that connects the formerly incar-
cerated with re-entry resources and reaches out 
to troubled youth. All of these organizations 
have received funding from The California 
Endowment.

The group advocates that public money from 
various sources, including Proposition 47, 
should be reinvested into programs that address 
vital community issues like mental health, 
youth services, affordable housing, re-entry and 
employment. 

“We know that if we invest in treatment, mental 
health and rehabilitation, we can transform 
lives, reduce recidivism and the hefty costs of 
incarceration,” says Danielle Williams, coali-
tion organizer. “They have the support that they 

need to transform their lives and not go back in 
the system.”

According to the Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Department, the county spends an average of 
$126 a day per inmate, whereas offenders on 
community supervision with services cost $20-
$25, according to the coalition’s research. The 
coalition is pushing the county to maximize 
cost-effective alternatives to incarceration and 
reinvest the savings.

In its fi rst act of advocacy, the coalition presented 
data and research on opportunities for reinvest-
ment to the Sacramento County Board of Super-
visors on Dec. 6. They pushed for the county to 
reap the benefi ts of statewide Prop. 47 savings 
by applying for a statewide grant to fund mental 
health in re-entry. It requested that the board 
take a more detailed look at the demographics of 

people who are booked into county jail and their 
offenses, and determine what kinds of pretrial 
services and probation programs could reduce 
the number of jail bed days. 

Once they obtain that information, Williams says 
the coalition is planning to release a platform 
detailing how they would like the county to al-
locate funds for services that would keep people 
out of jail.

“We believe Sacramento County can do gover-
nance differently to truly support those coming 
out of the justice system, so they don’t go back 
in,” she says. “It is a huge need.”

“ WE BELIEVE 
SACRAMENTO 
COUNTY CAN 
DO GOVERNANCE 
DIFFERENTLY TO 
TRULY SUPPORT 
THOSE COMING 
OUT OF THE 
JUSTICE SYSTEM.”
Danielle Williams 
Sacramento Reinvestment Coalition organizer

Prevention Is Worth It
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Your ZIP code shouldn’t predict how long you’ll live –
but it does. Staying healthy requires much more than
doctors and diets. Every day, our surroundings and
activities affect how long – and how well – we’ll live.

Health Happens in Neighborhoods. Health Happens in Schools.
Health Happens with Prevention.

Danielle Williams of the Sacramento Reinvestment Coalition presents the Sacramento Board of Supervisors with 
opportunities for criminal justice reforms during the board’s Dec. 6 meeting. The coalition advocates for program funding 
to address vital community issues like mental health care, youth services, affordable housing, re-entry and employment.
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For more information on how you can get 
involved in the coalition’s advocacy, contact 
Danielle Williams at Danielle@SacACT.org.


